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INTRODUCTION. 



During the past summer the columns of the several independent 
journals of this city, and, indeed, of the whole country, have borne tes- 
timony to the great frauds practiced upon the people of the City and 
County of New York by the men who occupy official positions. The 
disclosures of corruption and malfeasance in office were of so astound- 
ing a nature, thut there followed a general demand by the people for some 
action that would lead to the deposition of the men who had violated 
their oaths of office and betrayed their high trusts, chief among whom 
were mentioned A. Oakey Hall, Mayor ; Peter B. Sweeny, President 
of the Commission of Public Parks ; William M. Tweed, Commissioner 
of Public Works ; and Richard B. Connolly, Comptroller of the City 
and County of New York — public officers commonly known as the 
Eing Rulei-s of this city. 

In obedience to the popular demand, the following call was issued 

and published in the public newspapers : 

A meeting of citizens and tax-payers, irrespective of party, to consider the 
•present condition of the city finances in view of the charges of corruption that have 
been made in respect to them, and to take such action as the public safety may re- 
quire, will be held at the Cooper Union on Monday, September 4, 1871, at 8 p. M. 

, Hon. Wm. F. Havemeyer will preside. Hon. Edward Salomon, Hon. Robert B. 

I' Roosevelt, Hon. James Emott, Hon. Oswald Ottendorfer, Hon. Edwards Pierrepont, 

Hon. Thomas A. Ledwith and others have accepted invitations to address the meet- 
ing. All persons opposed to the corrupt administration of city afitairs are respect' 
fully invited to attend. 

^ l^ In response to this call, Cooper Union was crowded in every part, 

!^ and long before the hour announced for the opening of the meeting 
"^ thousands of citizens were obliged to return to their homes, unable to 

I , -^ obtain admission. 

! * 
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At 8 o'clock, James M. Brown, Esq., of the firm of Messrs 

Brown Brothers & Co., Bankers, called the meeting to order, and nomi- 

nated for chairman the Hon. William F. Havemeyer, ex-Mayor of the 

City of New York. The organization was completed by the election 

• of the following Vice-Presidents and Secretaries, who are among the 



most distinguished of our fellow-citizens : 



James M. Brown, 
Royal Phelps, 
E. D. Morgan, 
H. F. Spaulding, 
James Lenox, 
R'W. Weston, 
Henry Clews, 
Jesse Hoyt, 
Magnus Gross, 
W. R. Vermilye, 
Samuel D. Babcock, 
Joseph Stuart^ 
Andrew H. Green, 

A. Iselin, 

Gen. John A. Dix, 
E. H. Ammidown, 
Edwin Hoyt, 
Ghas. Abernethy, 
Wm. Lattimer, 
Hugo Wesendondc, 
Moses Taylor, 
Jesse Seligman, 
R W. Howes, 
Lewis Ballard, 
Gustave Enter, 
Joseph Seligman, 
Auguste Richard, 
Geo. W. Blunt, 
Nathan Chandler 
Pitt Cooke, 
Oliver Harriman, 
H. B. Claflin. 
Ed. Luckemeyer, 
N. Sullivan, 
Jas. Hasl( hurst, 
Henry Sheldon, 
D.J.Ely, 

B. G. Arnold, 
Sam. W. Gillespie* 
John M. White, 
Solon F. Good ridge, 
M. A. Hop pock, 
Martin Bates, Jr., 
Geo. S. Prascr, 
Isaac H. Bailey, 

E. R. Durkee, 
Ross W. Wood, 
W. H. Schiefielin. 
Geo. Dickinson, 
Wm. Mos.T, 
Albert E. Putnam, 
J. B. Summerfield, 
Julius Catlin, Jr., 
Geo. E. Collins, 



VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

O. W. G. Taaks, 
Moses E. Crasto, 
Stephen Roberts, 
E. N. Tailer,Jr., 
John Webber, 
W. S. Carman, 
Saml. Christie, 
John Siraiton, 
Thos. McLelland, 
Wm. C. Malloy, 
Col. N. G. Dunn, 
T. S. Cunninghnm, 
H. C. Fahnstdck, 
Emil Sauer, 
Albert Klamroth, 
Fred Schack, 
John A. Stewart, 
R. Lennox Kennedy, 
Hon. E. Pierrepont, 
Joseph H. Choate, 
Hon. J. B. Varnum, 
Robert Hoe, 
Hon.T.A.Ledwith, 
J. Blumenthal, 
M. Ellinger, 
Wm. Kuttruff, 
Gerhard Janssen, 
Moritz Meyer, 
G. W. Bartels, 
Sixt Ludwig Eapff, 
Chas. Lamson, 
Thos. Sturges, 
C. P. Kirkland, 
Thos. Youngs, 
Thos. J. Owen, 
W. Bailey Lang, 
RL.' Cutting, 
T. F. Jeremiah, 
Thos. S. Piersall, 
James Low, 
ChHs. L. Anthony, 
Orlindo M. Bogart, 
E. Towns nd, 
Fred. Buttti field, 
B. H. Hutton, 
D.iniel Appleton, 
.Chas. L. Harding, 
Gustav A. Ki^sell, 
Wm. M. Evarts, 
Wm. Watt, 
Samuel McLean, 
Wm. C. La gey, 
J. J. Vin No'trand, 
Michael Lienan, 



B. H. Smith, 
L. Lockwood, 
P. M. Myers, 
James Lees, 
Philip Speyer, 
L. Hallgarten, 
W. S. Gilman, 
Luther Koun^jre, 
Ben. A. Farnham, 
Edward Haight, 
W.T. Hatch, 
P. P. James, 
E. O. Tufts, 
Wm. L. Pomcroy, 
P. Tillinghast, 

E. S. Ballin, 
G. C. Collins, 
Philip Dater, 
Ambrose K. Ely, 
R M. Bogart, 
John Falconer, 
L. R Jacobs, 
Wm, H. Colwell, 
Howlett Scudder, 
Duncan McDougal,. 

A. Ru«ch. 
Chas. M. Field, 
Jas. M. Dunbar, 
Jonas H. Lane,. 

B. H. Brown, 
Geo. MoUer, 

C. Kuhn, 

F. Schwedler, 
H. Gercke, 

O. Zollikoffer, 
S. Kaufman, 
John C. Eohlsaat,, 
Chas. Luting, 
Wm. A. Kobbe, 
L. Bicrwirih, 
Saml. B. Ruggles, 
Geo. W. McLean, 
Wm. B. Clark, 
John. M. McLean, 
Geo. Jones, 
Gen. Baldy Smith, . 
Mujor J. M. Bundy, 
Dr. Jame-^ K. Wood,. 
AVm. H. Wei b, 
Judge G. C. Barrett,. 
W. H. Nt'lson, 
W. O. Birrett, 
Geo. W. Varian, 
J. J. O'Donohue^ 
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Thomas T. Buckley, 
Th03. P. Eldridge, 
8. B. Chittenden, 
<}eo. P. Denny, 
Peter Hall, 
J. Aldrich, 
Wm. M. Halsted, 
L. M, Bates, 
Wm. Frothin^ham, 
John R. Mortmier, 
Ohas. Mali, 
Thos. Walter, 
Edgar Ketchum, 
Bami. 8htthar, 
Nehemiah Knight» 
Wm. Radde, 
H. A. Cassebeer, 
C. E. Betmold, 
Victor Precht, 
Gustav Schwab, 
Willy Wallacb, 
Dr. £.&ackourlzeii, 



Wm. E. Curtis, 
Joa. J. O'Donohue, 
Iloswell D. H itch, 
Joseph C. Jackson, 
1). Willis James, 
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Wm. T. Gamer, 
Cornelius Bliss, 
H. N. Beers, 
M. 0. Roberts, 
Wm. Barbey, 
Geo. Bliss, 
John Jacob Astor, 
C. H. Macy, 
A. B. Hatch, 
Robert Winthrop, 
Geo. Opdyke, 
Chas. H. Dabney, 
Chas. Collins, 
Robt W. Abort), 
Luke W. Thomas, 
Ed. Matthews, 
Jno. M. Bruce, Jr., 
Benj. B. Sherman, 
Gea H. Lane, 
Joseph Gillet, 
Jackson S. Schullz, 
G. S. Beeckman, 

Wm. Henry Smith. 

SECRETARIES. 

John Foley, 
Geo. W. V an Slyck, 
Solomon Murlach, 
T. 8. Cunningham, 
John McCool, 



Roswell D. Hatch, 
John M. White, 
J. W. Tfemann, 
Jonathan Sturges, 
W. H. Wickham, 
R B. Roosevelt, 
Simon Stem, 
Geo. Van Slyck, 
Jno. C. Green, 

D. F. Tiemann, 
J. W. Powers, 
R. B. Nooney, 
James O'Brien, 
A. M. Crasouj 
John E. Devhn, 
M. Halloran, 
Patrick O'Shea, 

E. W. Sackett, 
Judge T. W. Gierke, 
Joseph Ott, 

Judge J. A. Stemmler, 
W. A. Whitbeck, 



Jacob Wendell, 
Thos. L. Thornell, 
Jos. Blumenthal, 
H. Havemeyer, 
Elbridge Gerry. 



At this meeting, Joseph IL Choate, Esq., reportejd a aeries of reso- 
iutions, which were unanimously adopted and are appended, and a 
Committee of Seventy Citizens and Tax-payers was chosen in accord- 
ance with the recommendation therein contained : 

THE RESOLUTIONS. 

Hesolvedf That the tax-payers and citizens of Kew Yofk have learned with as- 
tonishment and alarm that the funded and bonded debt of the city and county 
lias been more than doubled within the last two and a half years; that the 
acknowledged indebtedness of the city and county is now upward of $113,000,000, 
being over $03,000,000 more than it was when the present Mayor took his office, 
and that there is reason to believe that there are floating contingent or pretended 
debts and claims against the city and county which will amount to many millions 
of dollars in addition, which will be paid out of the City and County Treasury, un- 
less the present financial officers are removed or their proceedings arrested. 

Heaolvedy That the distinct, precise and emphatic Charges in regard to the use 
and expenditure of this enormous sum, and the fraudulent misappropriation of the 
public money, which have been made against the present city and county officials. * 

have been met by these officers with contemptuous denials of any power to interfere, -^ / ^ 
with flippant evasions, with studied concealment of a large part of the public ac- \h^^^^ 
counts, and with attempts to garble and confuse the residue, and by the other par- 3 
tie^implicated with an utter silence, which is a confession of their guilt / 

Besolvedy That the facts and figures already disclosed compel us, as they must 
all honest and reflecting men, to the conclusion that enormous sums of money hare 
been wrongfully taken from the public Treasury; that millions of dollars have been 
paid to a few firms and individuals for work never performed and materials never 
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furnished, and this with the procurement or connivance of persons now holding the 
principal offices of trust and profit under the present charter; that exorbitant rents 
are paid for military armories and offices, and in several instances in rooms which, 
do not exist or are not occupied. That th« long and continued concealment of the 
accounts of the city -gtoper furnish ground to believe that these accounts will dis- 
close ^ts, if possible, yet more astounding, and will show that Uie same men who- 
have squandered or stolen hundreds of thousands of the tax-payers^ moneys are still 
engaged in similar frauds and peculations. 

Besclved^ That thje public officers directly arraigned at the bar of public judg* 
ment for these offenses are William M. Tweed, now Commissioner of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, sometime President of the former Board of Supervisors, and 
afterward one of the " Interim" Bo&rd, who had notoriously a controlling influence 
in the first of these Boards and shared in the acts of the other, and who hrom his^ 
relations to parties in whose name bills were presented, and to whom they were or- 
dered to be paid, is open to the suspicion not only of having planned the swindle 
but of having shared the plunder; Richard B. Connolly, the present Comptroller, 
and A. Oakey Hall, the present Mayor, who wotc also members of the " Interim*^ 
Board which sanctioned the payment of several millions of dollars, contrary to law 
and right, but who also signed the warrants and consented to the payments which, 
they confess they had the power to expose, if not to arrest; and unless these officers 
can meet the charges by other evidence and on different pleas than have yet been 
furnished in their behalf, the credit of the city of New York and the material inter- 
ests of its citizens will demand that they quit or be deprived of the offices which 
they have dishonored and the power they are abusing. 

Heedvedy That we have a right to and do demand a full and detailed exhibit of 
the public receipts and expenditures for the past two years and a half, and of ths 
real and the pretended liabilities of the city and county of New York, including its 
funded and its floating debt This demand is not simply to show whether the men 
who have used money of the city and created its now enormous debt, can produce 
vouchers or accounts for every payment, or whether the books of the Comptroller 
will balance, but what is the total amount which has been collected from taxes, re- 
ceived from revenue and borrowed upon the credit of the city; and what has been 
done with the money, to whom it has been paid and upon what consideration and 
pretense, in every instance. 

Besolved^ That the citizens of the city have also 'a right to know, and are deter- 
mined to ascertain, who are and have been on the pay-rolls of the City Government, 
what pay they receive and what services they render, as well as who have actually 
profited by the Enormous payments of bills or accounts, obviously exceeding any 
value received by the city ; who are represented by the fictitious names alleged to- 
appear in these accounts, and to what extent any members of the present City Gov- 
ernment are concerned, in real partnerships or under fictitious names, in the plunder 
of the public treasury. 

Heaolvedy That any legal .remedy which is now available to citizens at large to 
fully ascertain and disclose frauds charged upon the city and county officers and to 
recover the money wrongfully taken thereby from the public treasury, should be re- 
sorted to, and that if no such remedies are found to exist, then the law should be 
altered so as to enable citizens and tax-payers, under proper restrictions and regula* 
tions, to call officers intrusted by them with power and money to legal account, and 
to invoke the arm of justice to discover fraud in public officers and to prevent or re- 
dress the dishonest appropriation of public money. 

Besolvedj That we appeal to the next Legislature of the State to repeal the char- 
ter and laws by which the present rulers of the city have obtained and perpetuated 
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th^ir power, aud to give to the City of New York a form of govenwnent such as 
shall be devised or approved by our wisest and best citizens, and shall enable us to 
secure an honest and efficient administration of the laws. 

BescHved, That the citizens of this city are earnestly entreated to make the reform 
of their own government the cue controlling issue at the next election, to support 
no man for office, and especially for the Legislature of the State, no matter what 
may be his party name, who is not^nown to be both honest and incorruptible, and 
determined and distinctly pledged, so far as he is able, whatever may be the conse- 
quences, to reform the City of New York ; and that our fellow-citizens throughout 
the State are entreated to join us in the effort to redress evils which concern them 
hardly less than ourselves. 

Be9ciised^ That the public credit, character and the business interests of this great 
and growing city imperatively demand that its citizens be kept fully and con. 
stantly informed of the issue of any public stock, bonds or other evidences of debt 
binding the real or personal property of the city or its citizens ; and, further, that 
legal provision should be made for preventing any such issue not especially author- 
ized, or exceeding the amount specifically appropriated for that purpose (by means, 
if necessary, of officers to be elected by the people of this city, in such manner as to 
secure the representation of ^the whole people, the minority as well as the minority). 

Besolvedy That the thanks of the community are due to the public newspapers 
who have contributed to enlighten the public mind and to form an4 give utterance 
to pubHc opinion upon these issues, aQd especially to the New York Ttmes^ for its 
fearless and searching investigation and exposure of the public accounts and of the 
conduct of the present officers of the city. 

Besohed^ That an Executive Conmiittee of seventy members be appointed by the 
President of this meeting, whose duty it shall be to take such measures as shall be 
necessary or expedient to carry out the objects for which we are assembled, to demand 
a full exhibition of all the accounts of the city and county, and an explicit statement 
of all the persons to whom, and the pretenses upon which, the large payments of the 
past two years and a half have been made ; to enforce any remedies which now exist 
to obtain this information if it is refused, and to recover whatever sums of money 
have been fraudulently or feloniously abstracted ; and also to impress upon the 
Legislature and Gk>vemor of the State such measures of legislation and action as may 
be necessary or proper to enforce the existing laws, and to supply their defects, 
and to remove the cause of the present abuses ; and, finally, to assist, sustain and 
direct an united eflfbrt, by the citizens of New York, without reference to party, to 
obtain a good government and honest officers to administer it; and the said com- 
mittee are hereby authorized to call upon all citizens interested in good government 
to contribute such funds as may be needed to execute the powers intrusted to them, 
and also to fill vacancies and add to their number. 

THE COMMITTEE OF SEVENTY. 

The Committee of Seventy soon afterward met and organized by 
the selection of the following officers • 

HENBY a STEBBINS, .... Chairman. 

WILLIAM R HAVEMBYER, - Vioe-Chairman. 

EOSWELL D. HATCH, .... Secretary. 

EMIL SAUER, .... Treasurer. 
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A Committee on Address was appointed, of which Major J. M. 
ffnndy was Chairman, who reported the following at a special meeting 
^f the Committee of Seventy, held in the rooms of the Chamber of 
Commerce, on Saturday, Sept 23, 1871. The Address was unanimously 
^adopted, and ordered to be printed for general circulation, together 
with the Resolutions adopted at the meeting in Cooper Union on the 
evening of September 4, and the speech delivered thereat by the Hon. 
JEobert D. Roosevelt^ M. C. 
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APPEAL 



TO THK 



PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

Ado})ttd hy the Committee of Seventy^ at a Special Meeting held 
on Saturday ^ September 23, 1871. 



On the 4th of this month the people of the City of New York assembled at 
Cooper Institute to give expressioa to the almost universal indignation, that has 
been growing daily deeper, against corrupt municipal officials. As this express ion 
was deli Derate and not spasmodic, it was not completed by the proceedings of the 
most earnest 'and enthusiastic meeting held in this city since 1861. Our best citizens, 
of both parties, felt that the hour had come when all lawful means must be used to 
redeem the city from plunderers and to restore her drooping credit. As the most 
efiectual method of carrying out their purpose a Committee of Seventy was appoint- 
ed, which, now, as part of its work, addresses the people of this State, and Calls upon 
them to do their share toward effecting a thorough and complete reform. 

What we have done here is known through the public press. What may and 
Phould be done elsewhere we propose to suggest, and from the stand-point of the 
wholly non-partisan movement which we represent. And at the outset we must say 
that from the time of our appointment to the present this Committee has not misrep- 
resented the sentiment of the meeting which called it into being. 

Some of the members of this Committee have been known by reputation to 
every intelligent voter of this State for many years, and their words will not be 
doubted when they Eay — as do all the Committee—that they have in all their delib- 
erations faithfully represented the non-partisan spirit of the great body of citizens 
who conferred on them the high honor of serving as their spokesmen and agents. 
Not one word has been uttered in our most confidential intercourse that could be 
construed into proof of the slightest desire to use the power of this Committee for 
any partisan end. We should have been not only false to a most sacred trust, but 
untrue to the inspiration that has daily come to us in the earnest support of both 
Democrats and Kepublicans, had we failed to realize the nature of the righteous rev- 
olution which has brought us to the front 

We have not so failed, but have given all the aid in our power to the honest 
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members of the party which is dominant here, and which is peculiarly humiliated by 
scoundrels who have misused an honored party name as a cover for their villainies. 

We appeal to citizens of both parties to save us and the State from the possibil- 
ity of another such degradation as has fallen on all of us, from Montauk Point to 
the westernmost and northernmost comers of New York. It lies easily in. your 
power to so assert the honest manhood that ought to prevail in both parties, that no 
such Legislatures as those of the last few years will be possible during the rest of 
this century. No private business, no partisan end, can be so important to any 
right-minded citizen as the plain duties that are thrown on him by recent deplorable 
revelations. Unfit nominations for the Legislature cannot succeed, and are not 
likely to be made, in any district where honest men are uiive and awake to the issuer 
of this campaign. The money that has been accumulated from the spoils of the 
metropolis will be poured out like water to procure the election of purchasable legis- 
lators, but it will be spent in vainrwherever the people are aroused by a few earnest 
leaders. All the wealth of our city could not bribe a thoroughly awakened people 
or divert them from their purpose. Whether aroused by the treason that is bold 
and armed, or by the meaner and fouler treason that makes the ballot a farce, law 
an instrument of fraud and courts of justice a snare, the people are equal to the de- 
mand, and their loyalty and honesty are sure to conquer. 

A free and active and prosperous peopfle like ours will endure many evils in 
their government, but there is no power on earth that is so irresistible or so fatal to 
wrong-doers as the public opinion which is finally sure to be roused by successive 
and -growing enormities. 

The fotmtain can rise no higher than its source. When the people are apa* 
thetic, and demagogues and selfish schemers make a business of politics, there is no 
force to sustain our officials above the low level of indifierence and easy morals. 
But the moral power of ten actively righteous men in every Assembly district would 
so raise the tone of local politics that no bad man could get his head high enough 
above the surface to command the support of either party. 

Official corruption has grown up as the result of the necessarily enormous ex- 
penses of a gigantic war, of an inflated currency, of the magnificent chances ofiered 
to private ambitions, of stock and gold gambling, and a universally spread passion 
for sudden wealth and idle display. It is an evil which has afflicted both parties 
and dragged them down from the high principles that gave them origin. Honest 
and earnest patriots will feel the common woes and humiliations that have been 
brought on us by the representatives of both parties, and will be enkindled to a 
doubly bitter hatred ot the Achans that are in their own calhip, and that have draggled 
their own banners in the mire of corruption. 

In this city, where one political party has had unchecked rule for so many 
years, and where millions could be stolen f rqm the taxpayers without imposing 
extra burdens that were felt as onerous by so wealthy a constituency, it is not strange 
that prevailing corruption should have broken out in aggravated forms, nor that all 
the evil elements in our community should have finally been combined into an 
apparently irresistible phalanx. No such mass of bad material was elsewhere to be 
found waiting such a masterly alliance of corrupt leaders to develop all its resources 
of evil. Ignorance fiimished ready tools of a combination that included a political 
craft worthy of a depraved Macchlavelli, an adroitness of advocacy that was effective 
in spite of occasional buffooneries, a coarse brutality of power that awed and inspired 
ruffians and low natures, and a sort of cunning that was the sublimation of the skill 
of the sneak-thief. Given these elements, opportunities and leaders, and the natural 
result was the Ring, which, until lately, has robbed and stolen itself into power, 
whiidi has bought legislatures, controlled Qovemors, corrupted newspapers, defiled 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



11 

courts of justice, violated the ballot-box, threatened aii forms of civil and religious 
liberty, awed the timid rich, bribed the toiling masses, and cajoled respectable 
citizens, anl which has finally grown so strong and reckless as to openly defy the 
intelligence and virtue which it believed to be inert, voiceless and powerless to stay 
its aggressions or to assert the supremacy of honesty and justice. 

But you of the country must help us. This is your city, as truly as it is our 
own. We are yonr factors and business agents. If we are overburdened wttk 
taxes, you have to pay us the more for doing your business. The corruption of our 
municipal government could not have grown to its present gigantic proportions 
had our leaders of the Ring not foand active support and willing material in briba- 
ble members of the Legislature elected by the rural districts. You must help us ia 
our effort to purify our political life, and the one effiacious manner by which you 
can come to our relief is to elect honest men only to the next Legislature. If our 
city is disgraced by a Senator who domineers among weaker villains by mere gross«>^ 
ness and magnitude of scoundrelism, he has found willing tools among the false rep- 
resentatives of districts where one year of his stealings would be regarded as enor- 
mous wealth. 

There is no occasion for advice from this Committee as to the details of the 
great fight against all forms of official corruption which has made such cheering 
progress in this city. If the feeling which prevails among all our good citizens shall 
be shared by those who are further removed from the evils which at first appalled 
and then stung us into activity, earnest hearts will find ready means to incarnate 
honest purposes in noble actions, and to redeem the fair fame of our State for gener* 
ations to come. We have tried to define the issue as it has pressed on us. If we 
have succeeded, and if you feel, as we do, that it is now the honest manhood of the 
State that is on trial, no combination of political tricksters can repress or even 
d rect the swelling tide of popular indignation and resolve. In its presence all ordi- 
nary political issues will sink out of sights and next November will witness a vindi* 
cation of the manhood of the people of New York, as proud and momentous in ita 
consequences as that which was attested when the State rose as one man at the call 
of a different form of patriotism. ' 

The cause of self-government i s deeply involved in this campaign. Of what 
use was it for tens of thousands of our best and bravest to lay down their lives on 
distant fields, if our governments— munici pal, State and national — are to fall into 
the hands of tricksters and thieves. Where is th3 demoralization to end that has 
made such appalling progress in the city of New York? Will even the local gov- 
ernments of the interior long withstand the inroads of corruption, when weak 
and bad men see it glittering with diamonds, revelling in private palaces, gaudy 
in equipages and the master of the means of luxurious vice, in the metropolis 
of the State? How long will it be safe f^r you to intrust your business to a 
community that you will not help to rid of thieves, and where successful villainy 
sets dangerous examples to men of easy consciences, infirm purpose, and eager 
ambition? When the confidence that underlies all profitable human intercourse 
is sapped in so far as concerns the relations between rulers and ruled among a 
quarter of the population ot the State, where and how is the process of decay 
and disease to stop? What other relations of trust between man and man will be 
long held sacred? 

We appeal especially to the vast reserve force of voters through whose 
criminal indifference to their political duties the shame and disgrace that we are no^ 
enduring has come upon us. At least one-third of the best classes of our people 
are habitually absent from the polls. The forces of evil are active, crafty aS 
resolute. They are abready visible all over the State, in the shape of combination* 
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to purchase Totcs for the Ring with offers of local benefits. We believe that the 
temper of the people is such thai it will render all these schemes fUtUe and disastrous 
to their authors. The honest people of this State have never before had such inspi- 
xation to redeem themselves from all the wiles of corruptionists and to teach them a 
lesson that will be remembered for generations to come. Never has the proud 
motto of our State been more appropriate than it will be if we do our duty this falL 
In our glorious resurrection of public virtue the humiliations of the past will be for- 
gotten as a hateful dream, and every institution of our society and politics will feel 
the elevating influences of revived confidence in honesty and justice. 
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Political Corruption in New York. 



SPEECH OF HON. R. B. ROOSEVELT. 

Delivered at the Mass Meeting in Oooper Union^ Monday 
Evening, September 4^ 187L 



Ladibs and GB5TLBMBX : I do uot know whether it ig exactly possible ioi t man 
to be bom a Democrat, bat I claim to come as neir it as any one caa. The earliest 
iccoUection that I have of public questions, when my arms had attained little more than 
seven years* pith, waS my upholding staunchly and unswervingly the great doctrines 
of Damocracy. Since that time I hive bsen a Democrat ; tor Democracy is like 
vaccination* when it once takes well, it lasts a lifetime. But as I did not believe 
disloyalty to mean Democracy during the war, I do not believe dishoneity to mean 
Democracy now. The very Corner-stone of our faith is pure, economical adminis- 
tration of government, and without that no code of principles can receive the hearty 
support of our party. Our party is a party of the people, and the people are 
always on the side of what is right and true. There may be, and there doubtless 
arc, among both parties good, honorable men. Looking around mc, I cannot doubt, 
that both sides can lay equal credit in this p:irticular. But those who love Democ- 
racy, those who have put their abiding fai h in it and built up the hopes of the 
glory of their country on it, naturally look upon it as the representation of what- 
ever is noblest and best. 

To U3 Democrats, therefore, comes the charge of .corruption ag vinst our rulers 
with a two-fold force, an espacial horror. To hear that the chief offlcers of a Dem- 
ocratic city, who havo been elvjcted by an overwhelming majority ot Democratic 
votes, some of wh )in hive been ch>>S3n over and over again to viri)U3 positions 
of trust, are vjnal anJ corrupt, is inieed almost incredible. And yot \s^at is the 
evidence? The cliM-ges are direct, plain an 1 explicit; misippropriations of vast 
sums are alleged ; time, place and circumstance are all stated throu ;h the daily 
press with the utmost exactness. Pretended purchases, which are in their very na- 
ture impossible, are provec to have been paid for. The bulding an I furnishing 
of our New Ooort House are made the pretext lor the payment ot bills which are 
not merely monetrcus — they are manifestly fabulous. It is pretended that acres of 
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plastering nave been done,' and miles of carpetin/a: furnished. The entire City Hall 
Park could have been plastered and carpeted at less expense, and no sane man can 
put faith in the pretense , if it were made, that the work charged for was really done. 
However, I must do our rulers the credit of saying that they make no such pre- 
tense. They have never denied the payments, they have not even asserted that 
the money was earned, while they have, in every one of their lame defenses, im- 
pliedly admitted that the bills were extrayagant, if not fraudulent. They have pre- 
sumed to defy the public ; they have tried to lay half the blame on the shoulders 
of Republicans, as if a burglar were to excuse himself by asserting that he was 
assisted by a fellow-burglar, and they have stated that the charges were brought by 
political enemies and so not entitled to answer; but nowhere has there been a 
straightforward, positive refutation — nowhere a denial, even of any sort. 

That they are guilty no man who has read t he statemei^ts doubts for a moment, 
and no one believes that any such sums were actually expended on the Court 
House. Nevertheless I have been informed that this building, instead of costThg 
43,000,000 or $5,000,000, as alleged, the latter being supposed to be the extreme 
limit, has actually cost over $12,000,000. To prov^ this I hive bean shown the 
figures purporting to have been taken from the Comptroller's books, but I hope I 
was deceived and that they were ex>iggerations. Bat of the facta distlactly alleged in 
the public press there can be no question ; it is admitted by default that millions on 
millions of the public money have been paid to a few obscure individuals for which 
they never did nor could have performed equivalent labor ; while a little printing 
company of $35,000 capital has received $1,600,000 from the county alone in two 
years. 

Nevertheless, shocking as are these accusations, they are but trifling in compari- 
son with the real crimes of the accused. Money Is, after all, a trivial aflair ; we are a 
wealthy nation, growing with immense rapidity, rolliog up capital and adding to 
our resources dally ; we can endure limitless peculations in our ojQQcials, and still 
survive ; but they have stolen from us something dearer and more sacred than oar 
wealtii— they have stolen our rights, our liberties, our very national institutions. 
Such wrongs as I have enumerated would never have been submitted to by the 
Democratic party had the individuals composing that party not first been deprived 
of the free expression of their wUl. These, our masters, have stolen our ballots, 
have falsified the will of the p30ple, and pulled away the very key-stone of the arch 
of liberty. 

What I am about to tell you I hardly expect you to believe ; yet I will give you 
every point of time . and circumstanee. I will furnish you with every detail and all 
the minuti» of the mode of operations, and, large as is this meeting, were I to call 
my witnesses together, I could fill this building as full as it is n » w. 1 kn j w wh 3reof 
I speak, and in exposinff these shimeless iniquities rather in dsfense of Democracy 
than in arraigiment of it, I really extenuate and set down naught in malice. By a 
combination of certain Democratic and Republican offije-h)lders in this city the 
votes of the people no longer express their will They are falsified in three d iffer en t 
.ways, so that no matter how honest the mass of voters might be, the corrupt Ring 
would apparently be retained in power. To eflfect this three forces are brought i nto 
play. There is the use of repeaters at the polls, the maaiputation of ballots as they 
are deposited, and the false counting of them in miking up the canvass. Precisely 
how these schemes are managed I will explain to you. 

Heretofore there has been a registry of all leg *1 voters in this city. I can only 
speak of the past I cannot tell what Tammany will do hereafter, and now that the 
registry law has been repealed we may be sure that matters will not be improved. 
There were three registers to supervise these lists, three inspectors to receive the votes, 
and three canvassers to count them. One of each of these boards was a Republican, 
and could stop all frauds if he pleased, but as the parties to be defeated were only 
those Democrats who were opposed to Tammany, he shut his eyes with resolute de- 
termination. To begin with, gangs of repeaters were org^anized, whose first duty 
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was to have their names recorded in as many districts as possible, usually from a 
dozen to fifty; and it was curious with what childlike innocence the Republican 
register would receive the names of 100 men who assumed to reside at the private 
dwelling of some leading Tammany ward politician, or who pretended to camp out 
on some vacant lot So the repeaters were enrolled, and I have had lists of them 
ofiered to me for sale at so much a vote when Tammany did not need them. 

On election day these men went to the polls in gangs with their captains, and 
marched from district to district like companies of soldiers. If one of them was 
challenged, the result depended upon the locality; in a disreputable neighborhood, 
the ch ilienger was knocked into the gutter and probably locked up bv the police for 
disturbmg the polls. In a district where this would not answer, the accused was 
taken before a police magistrate, who sat all day to hear just such cases, and who let 
him out on bail, the necessary bail being also on hand ior the purpose, and the re- 
peater was usually back at the polls and hard at work before the challenger, and no 
one ever heard or such a case being brought to trial afterward. 

In another way Were these repeaters used. Many people, especially wealthy 
Bepublicans, do not vote. It is the duty of every man to vote; this is one of the 
obligations he assumes in demanding liberty, and, rather than have the duty neg- 
lected, Tammany sees that it is per^rmed. Toward the latter part of the day it 
will be found that certain persons who are registered have not voted, and it then be- 
longs to the polling officers to copy such names on slips and pass them to the proper 
parties outside; and it would homfy, if not amuse, some of our wealthy millionaires 
to see what ragged-clothed, bloated-faced and disreputable individuals represented 
them at the polls and performed for them a public duty which they had neglected. 
This is repeating. I have given you but a hurried sketch of it; the votes polled by 
it count up tens of thousands. But, successful as it was, it had its defects. The 
repeaters began to imagine they were their own masters ; they thought thev held 
the power, because they were the instruments of power. To use a political term, 
they undertook to set up shop for themselves. Still repeating, when kept in its 
place, is not disapproved by our King rulers. 

The manipulation of ihe ballots^** Ringing'* the ballots, as it is appropriately 
called — is a very beautiful oi>eration, and it is said by those who have tried it to be 
perfect. It is now the favorite plan ; it is simple, inexpensive and effective. When 
one of you good, innocent Republicans, we will suppose, is going to the polls to 
vote the wrong ticket or support the wrong man, as you are so lond of 
doin^, your unwise intentions are quietly frustrated. The inspector holds 
in his hand the ballot you ought to deposit, and when he receives yours 
quietly substitutes one for the other anas drop yours on the floor before 
he puts his in the box. This is a simple sleight-of-hand trick, easily 
learned and readily applied. If, however, you are suspicious, and watch the official, 
or if the latter is awkward and inexperienced, a man near by pushes against you or 
the policeman seizes you and accuses you of having voted before. Of course am- 
ple apologies are immediately tendered for the rudeness, the inspectors are indignant 
that so respectable a gentleman should be insulted^they abuse the rough or the police- 
man, you are shown out with great respect; but your ballot is thrown down on the 
floor, and the substitute got into the box. Repeating is expensive, false counting is 
troublesome, our Tammany men are not experts at arithmetic, and figures are often 
troublesome, as our amiable Comptroller will admit at this moment ; but * * Ring- 
ing" ballots is a complete success. It is only necessary to buy a Republican inspec- 
tor, and a small place or a few hundred dollars will usually do that. 

The third plan is false counting. This is done generally by transferring the 
figures boldly. For instance, if Jones, the Tammany candidate, gets 100 votes, and 
Smith, the opposition candidate, receives 200, the 200 ot Smith are transferred to 
Jones, who gives his 100 to Smith. This is an exquisitely simple process, but in 
practice it is said to work badly, and great complaint is made of it by those who 
nave tried it. In the first place, the candidates are often too nearly equal to give 
Tammany its just preponderance or to overcome some persistent opposition in a dis- 
trict where this plan cannot be worked, for it is found utterly impracticable in some 
districts. Its defects can sometimes be cured by a false count. That is to say, the 
votes are counted by tens, one canvasser taking them up and counting ten, when he 
calls "tally," and slips a piece of elastic around the bundle. Of course he has only 
to take fiv« votes instead of ten, an J call *' tally," to augment greatly the chance of 
his favorite. In one instance this was done so enthusiastically that the Tammany 
candidate had received fiity *' tallies," or 5 JO votes, and had a large quantity yet un- 
counted, when the poU-clerk felt i^. advisable to inform the canvassers that there 
were only 450 names on the regis'r r. 
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Between these three schemes the voice of the people of New York has been uttwly 
stifled up until last fall, when, b^ tbe cruel and tyrannical interference of the United 
States Government, under the vile bayonet election law, we got a fair vole. The 
wrong was not so much done to Republicans, for the inspectors saw that compara* 
tive justice was secured to their party on general issu' s; but it was allowed full 
scope against opposition Democrats — Democrats who believed in a pure government, 
and were opposed to Tammany Hall. Thus it is that Democrats have to bear the 
entire odium of the misrule of our city, while we Democrats still believe our party 
to be the honest one. 

This odium we cannot endure. I speak as a Democrat to Democrats. If 
we would see a chance of carrying the next Presidential election, of taking the 
nation from the hands of those who, in our opinion, are unfit to 
have control of it, of restoring t> general acceptation the principles 
we have at heart, we mast vindicate our party ; we must remove the lo id of 
disgrace brought on us by official corruption in this city. Here we are ittcontroL 
We have undisturbed possession of all branches of the municipal government, ar.d 
an immense majority of voters. For all frauds, peculation, venality and iniquity in 
the municipal government we are responsible, and no party with such a record will 
ever be given the possession of the National Administration. We must crush Tam- 
many, or Tammany *s dishonesty will crush us. Large portions of the money stolen 
from our treasury were used to bribe Republicans; notoriously thevery charier under 
which we live was carried by the purchase of a Republican. Municipal officers and 
the spoil of our citizens have been divided between both parties. But none of this 
excuses us; we are in power ; we can correct the abuses ; if we do not, we ought to 
suffer, and we will. If Republicans are not blameless, we are mainly guilty. 

Already we are threatened with the loss of the Germans. That economical 
people will not submit to have their houses mortgaged by the issue of municipal 
bonds in order to give to corrupt men wealth and luxury. From all sections c f the 
country come complaints from Democrats that they have to delend the iniquities ot 
Tammany Hall, and that they are beat- n by the bad record ot our city rulers. If 
Democracy would survive, it must put down with a strong hand these abuses. Wo 
can still do so. The people are not so entirely helpless as our masters would have 
us believe. The latter cannot defv an outraged and indignant community with tho 
impunity they hope. The power is still with us if we are willing and determined to 
exert it In times of great excitement the usual barriers are swept away, and the 
people rush along in a mighty currt nt which carries all before it. Those who would 
resist it are overwhelmed and perish, but the corrupt always cower before it and 
are most earnest to conciliate it. So it will be here. Canvassers, inspectors and reg- 
isters, be they Democrats or Republicans, are as fond of their lives as though they 
were honest men ; and no one appreciates the danger of irritating the people more 
than they. An aroused and outraged public is not patient, and Judgp jLed w ith laid 
down good law when he told his friends that if they saw an inspector tamper with 
their ballots they could shoot him on the spot The man who cheala a nation out of 
its birthrii^ht has committed the highest of crimes, and deserves no mercy. We are 
living under a wrong system. To allow a Mayor, elected for two years, to appoint I 

ail oUier municipal officials for five years may be Tammany Democracy, bu t it is not 1 

ours. That system must be changed ; a proper mode of selecting polling officers 
must be established ; every protection must be given to the ballot, and, incidentally 
to these retbrms, the Ring which has secured control ot Tammany Hall must be put 
down, and then not only will our city's fame be redeemed, our taxes lightt ned, our 
business affairs improve d, our commerce increased, and our metropolis made what 
it should be, the grandest city in the world, but Democracy and Republican institu^ 
tions will be relieved from the discredit which has been brought upon them. 
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